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Times Reporters

In response to an invitation 
from Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, President 
Thongloun Sisoulith will 
lead a high-level  Lao 
delegation on a working 
visit to Russia from May 
7-11, the Lao Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs said in a 
press release.

The visit aims to enhance 
the friendly relations and 
cooperation between the 
two countries and mark 
the 30th anniversary of the 
signing of the Treaty on 
Amity between Laos and 
Russia (1994-2024). The 
Lao leader, as an honoured 
guest, will also attend a 
commemoration ceremony 
to mark the 79th anniversary 
of Victory Day over Fascism 
in the Great Patriotic War 
(May 9, 1945-2024).

Times​ Reporters​

More​ than​ 1.1 million 
foreign tourists visited Laos 
in the first three months of 
this year, an increase of 36 
percent compared to the 
figures for the same period 
in 2023, according to​ the 
Ministry of Information, 
Culture and Tourism.

Statistics compiled by 

(ABC) – Indonesia will 
permanently relocate almost 
10,000 residents after a 
series of explosive eruptions 
of the Ruang volcano raised 
concerns about the dangers 
of residing on the island 
in future, according to a 
government minister.

About 9,800 people live 
on Ruang island, in the 
province of North Sulawesi, 
but in recent weeks all 
residents have been forced 
to  evacua te  a f te r  the 
mountain has continued to 
spew incandescent lava and 
columns of ash kilometres 
into the sky.

Authorities this week 
raised the alert status of the 

the Tourism Marketing 
Department of the Ministry  
showed that 347,595 visitors 
came  f rom Tha i l and , 
264,710 from Vietnam,​ 
242 ,404  f rom China , 
105,642 from the Republic 
of Korea, 25,455 from the 
USA, 20,339 from France, 
14,276 from the UK, 11,805 
from Russia, and 9,523 from 
Germany. 

volcano to the highest level, 
closed the provincial airport 
in Manado, and also warned 
of a possible tsunami if parts 
of the mountain collapse 
into the surrounding waters.

Hundreds of “simple 
but permanent” homes 
would be buil t  in  the 
Bolaang Mongondow area 
to facilitate the relocations, 
said coordinating human 
development  minis te r 
Muhadjir Effendy, after a 
cabinet meeting to discuss 
the volcano on Friday. 

“ A s  i n s t r u c t e d  b y 
President Joko Widodo, 
we will build houses that 
meet disaster-standards,” 
he said, adding that the 

The number of tourists 
increased as  Laos has 
launched the Visit Laos 
Year​ 2024​ campaign and 
more travellers are using 
the Laos-China Railway, 
according to an official who 
asked​ not​ to be named. 

The railway is a very 
popular means of travel 
and passes through Luang 
Prabang and Oudomxay 

site was located about 200 
kilometres from Ruang 
island.

Mount Ruang began 
to dramatically erupt last 
month, with experts saying 
the eruptions were triggered 
by  inc reased  se i smic 
activity, including deep sea 
earthquakes.

The mountain erupted 
again on Tuesday, causing 
damage to some homes and 
forcing residents to evacuate 
from the Tagulandang 
island, where they had 
initially sought refuge, to 
the provincial capital of 
Manado.

Roads and buildings 
on  Tagulandang were 

Laos records more than ​1.1 mn foreign 
tourists in first three months of 2024

provinces, which have 
many places of interest to 
tourists, including adventure 
activities.

Under the Visit​ Laos​ Year 
2024​ campaign, tourism 
authorities and operators 
have improved services 
at hotels, guesthouses and 
restaurants, and added more 
facilities at tourist sites, in 

Visitors​ enjoy the beauty of Tad Kuangxi waterfall in Luang Prabang province.			             -​-Photo​ Teng

Indonesia to relocate 10,000 people after Ruang 
volcano eruptions left residents ‘running for their lives’

blanketed in a thick layer 
of volcanic ash, and the 
roofs of some homes had 
collapsed, according to 
witnesses. Antelmus Paulus, 

President 
Thongloun 
Sisoulith to 
visit Russia  

President Thongloun 
Sisoulith. 
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Times Reporters

The National Agriculture and 
Forestry Research Institute 
(NAFRI) in cooperation 
with development partners 
is launching a project titled 
“Quantifying the Impacts of 
Nitrogen Use and Developing 
Sustainable Agricultural 
Management Strategies in 
Laos Rice-Based Farming 
Systems”.

The project will be 
implemented until 2028 
in cooperation with The 
University of Melbourne 
and the Australian Centre 
for International Agricultural 
Research. This project will 
broaden knowledge on the 
consequences that inorganic 
and organic nitrogen fertiliser 
inputs have on low-input 
Lao rice-based agricultural 
systems with the aim of 
improving nitrogen use 
efficiency in rice farming 
and farmers’ incomes, with 

Times Reporters

The Environmental Protection 
Fund (EPF) has earmarked 
more than 2.7 billion kip for 
executing five pivotal projects 
across various provinces as 
part of a significant move 
to enhance environmental 
protection, management and 
awareness.

A ceremony for signing 
a formal agreement on 
the funding was held at 
the EPF headquarters in 
Vientiane on May 2, and the 
event was attended by the 
Deputy Minister of Natural 
Resources and Environment 
and Vice Chairman of the 
EPF Executive Board, Mr 
Phouvong Luangxaysana 
and relevant officials.

The beneficiaries of this 
funding include the Office 
of Natural Resources and 
Environment in Hongsa 

Times Reporters

Authorit ies in various 
provinces are speeding up 
efforts to control wildfires, 
especially within protected 
forest areas.

On May 1, the Deputy 
Governor of Oudomxay 
province, Mr Phonekeo 
Ounalom, took action to lead 
and direct authorities from 
relevant sectors, soldiers 
from the army, youth and 
residents of villages in 
putting out a wildfire in a 
forest so that the blaze didn’t 
spread to a wider area.

So far, the suppression 
of forest fires has been 
done effectively, with most 
of the fires having been 
extinguished, and this has 
prevented several fires from 

associated environmental 
benefits resulting from 
reduced losses of nitrogen 
from farmers’ fields.

NAFRI, the Department 
o f  Agr icu l tu ra l  Land 
D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d 
Management, the Faculty of 
Agriculture at the National 
University of Laos, together 
with farmers and provincial 
researchers will co-design and 
co-implement the project 

Speaking at the launch, 
the Director General of 
NAFRI, Dr Chanthakhone 
Boualaphanh, said the institute 
intends to develop modernised 
agricultural technologies that 
enhance production systems, 
support national food security, 
promote commercialisation, 
and ensure sustainable 
resource management.

This is a significant step 
in collaboration with The 
University of Melbourne and 
other stakeholders in Laos 
to improve rural livelihoods, 

dis t r ic t  of  Xayaboury 
province, the Departments 
of Natural Resources and 
Environment of Xieng 
Khuang, Champassak and 
Saravan provinces, and the 
Office of Natural Resources 
and Environment in Sing 
district of Luang Namtha 
province. 

The collective value of 
the projects stands at more 
than two billion kip.

Mr Phouvong urged the 
recipients to ensure the 
transparent management 
of funds and to implement 
the projects in line with 
established objectives and 
expectations.

He emphasised  the 
importance of responsible 
fund management and 
p r o j e c t  e x e c u t i o n  i n 
accordance with the project’s 
goals and objectives, as well 
as adherence to fund usage 

spreading to more forested 
areas.

This  i s  due  to  the 
at tention given to the 
issue by the leadership of 
provinces and districts and 
relevant departments, and 
the efforts of all parties 
tha t  have  focused  on 
extinguishing fires in their 
area of responsibility.

From the beginning of 
the this year to April 9, the 
provincial Department of 
Agriculture and Forestry, 
in conjunction with the 
Office of Agriculture and 
Forestry, has focused on all 
measures to prevent forest 
fires, especially in protected 
forest areas, productive 
forests, and other types of 
forests. 

These measures have 

strengthen food security, and 
minimise the environmental 
impacts of agriculture.

It is envisaged that 
i n n o v a t i v e  s o l u t i o n s 
will be found that benefit 
both communities and the 
environment.

The  Un ive r s i t y  o f 
Melbourne has extensive 
internationally recognised 
expertise in the management 
of nitrogen fertilisers, their use 
by crops, and measurement 
and the abatement of nitrogen 
losses to the atmosphere and 
ground and surface waters. 

It has established the ARC 
Research Hub for Innovative 
Nitrogen Fertilisers and 
Inhibitors and has successfully 
executed ACIAR projects in 
Myanmar and China. 

The university is well 
positioned to help Laos 
develop sustainable rice 
systems and products that 
can attract price premiums in 
competitive markets. 

regulations.
He also highlighted the 

necessity of appointing 
dedicated project teams, 
regular progress reports, and 
strict compliance with the 
relevant regulations.

The funded projects 
include a four-year initiative 
(2024-2027) with a budget 
of  798 mil l ion kip to 
protect and manage water 
catchments in partnership 
with the local community 
in  Hongsa  d is t r ic t  of 
Xayaboury province. 

The Xieng Khuang 
Green Environment Model 
is a four-year initiative 
(2024-2027) with a budget 
of 799,990,000 kip that 
is aimed at creating a 
green, clean and beautiful 
environment for offices, 
organisations, villages and 
schools, enhancing green 
spaces and waste-free zones. 

included campaigns focused 
on laws, and engaging with 
families that clear forests to 
avert forest fires. However, 
these measures were not 
enough to prevent forest 
fires in some areas within 
the responsibility of each 
district.

In addition, wildfires 
engulfed the outer and inner 
areas of various forests 
in seven districts of the 
province, including 60.27 
hectares in reserved forests, 
163.98 hectares in protected 
forests, and 5.30 hectares in 
production forests. The total 
area affected by these fires 
was 229.55 hectares. 

Many hectares of forests 
across Laos have been 
damaged by raging wildfires 
triggered mostly by the hot 
and dry weather.

Some wildfires were the 
result of slash-and-burn 
cultivation.

On April 28, a forest fire 
was reported from Nangang-
Tai village in Nambak district 
of Luang Prabang province. 
At the time, the local people 
were clearing their land to 
sow crops near the boundary 
of a forest without taking 
adequate precautions and the 
fire spread over 20 hectares, 
damaging a protected forest. 

Another wildfire was 
reported on May 1 from the 
Forest Protection Area of 
Latkhoun village in Meung 
district of Bokeo province.

Australian Ambassador to the Lao PDR, Megan Jones, witnesses the project launch together 
with Dr Chanthakhone Boualaphanh, and Team Leaders from The University of Melbourne. 

NAFRI, partners launch project 
on nitrogen use in agriculture

Authorities speed up efforts 
to extinguish wildfire

Local residents, soldiers and volunteers are working 
together to extinguish a wildfire in Oudomxay province.

EPF allocates over 2.7 bn kip for environmental initiatives 

A n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
p ro t ec t ion  awarenes s 
programme for workers in 
Champassak province, with 
a two-year duration (2024-
2025), has been provided 
300,000,000 kip.

The Saravan Li t ter 

Reduction Campaign, a two-
year campaign (2024-2025) 
with a budget of 394,800,000 
kip, will raise awareness 
among government offices, 
organisations, villages and 
schools about the importance 
of environmental protection 

and litter reduction.
A three-year project 

( 2 0 2 4 - 2 0 2 6 )  i n  S i n g 
district of Luang Namtha 
province is aimed at raising 
environmental protection 
awareness, with a budget of 
500,000,000 kip.

The head of the Environmental Protection Fund office (right) and the representative of the 
fundraiser shake hands after signing an agreement. 
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The Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Laos  called for 
stronger ASEAN-OECD 
cooperation to overcome 
global challenges while 
address ing the  OECD 
Ministerial Council Meeting 
as the representative of 
Laos, which is the ASEAN 
chair for 2024. 

Mr  Sa l eumxay  l ed 
the Lao delegation to the 
Ministerial Council Meeting 
of the Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD), a 
pivotal gathering of global 
leaders that was held in 
Paris, France, last week. 

This meeting, with the 
theme of “Leading global 
discussion with a neutral 
and rel iable  approach 
f o r  s u s t a i n a b l e  a n d 
comprehensive growth”, 
was chaired by Japan. It 
was convened to address 
pressing global issues, with 

Monday May 6, 2024   Home news

the focus on sustainable 
development and inclusive 
growth.

In his address at the 
opening ceremony, Mr 
Saleumxay, representing 
the rotating chairmanship of 
ASEAN countries in 2024, 
underscored the need for 
collective action to tackle 
multifaceted challenges 
confronting the world today.

“The  i n t e rna t i ona l 
communi ty  has  faced 
multifaceted challenges, 
r a n g i n g  f r o m  a r m e d 
conflicts to environmental 
degradation, that have 
imposed a serious threat to 
revert global development 
progress and increased 
economic difficulties,” he 
said.

He emphasised  the 
need for strengthening 
cooperation among nations, 
and urged the OECD and 
its partners to join hands 
to address challenges and 
advance sustainable growth 
and development regionally 

and globally.
“In this context, solidarity, 

genuine cooperation and 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  a m o n g 
members of the international 
communi ty,  inc luding 
OECD members, is urgently 
required in order to find the 
solution to maintain growth 
and financial stability,” Mr 
Saleuamxay said. 

Highlighting Laos’s 
chairmanship of ASEAN 
in 2024 under the theme of 
“Increasing connectivity 
and strength of ASEAN”, 
Mr Saleumxay emphasised 
the regional bloc’s pivotal 
role in fostering regional 
integration and promoting 
peace and prosperity.

He outlined Laos’s nine 
priority programmes aimed 
at enhancing connectivity 
and  res i l ience  wi th in 
ASEAN, while fostering 
cooperation with internal 
and external partners.

Mr Saleumxay outlined 
Laos’s aspiration for concrete 
cooperation with the OECD, 

Laos backs global collaboration at 
OECD Ministerial Council Meeting

Mr Saleumxay Kommasith delivers his statement at the OECD Ministerial Council Meeting 
in Paris. 

Lao general values significance 
of Dien Bien Phu Victory for 

Vietnam-Laos revolution
VIENTIANE (VNA) -- The 
Dien Bien Phu Victory on 
May 7, 1954, was a triumph 
of not only the Vietnamese 
people but also the peoples 
of Laos and Cambodia 
who allied to fight against a 
common enemy to liberate 
the nations, affirmed General 
Chansamone Chanyalath, Lao 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Defence Minister.

In an interview granted 
to  the Vietnam News 
Agency in Vientiane on the 
occasion of the victory’s 70th 
anniversary, the official said 
that this victory stamped out 
the will of invasion of old-
style colonialism, forcing the 
French government to sign 
the 1954 Geneva Accords on 
Ending the War and Restoring 
Peace in Indochina, and 
recognising independence, 
sovereignty, and territorial 
integrity of Vietnam, Laos, 
and Cambodia.

During the Dien Bien 
Phu campaign, the Lao side 
not only created favourable 
conditions for the Vietnamese 
side, but Lao armed units 
operating in the North also 
coordinated to attack French 
troops in the border areas of the 
two countries and inside Lao 
territory, thus contributing to 
the victory of Dien Bien Phu.

For Laos, this triumph 
is important to the Laos-
Vietnam special solidarity 
and combatant alliance, and 
also a result of coordination 
and mutual support to defeat 
a common enemy.

After the Geneva Accords, 
new-style imperialism jumped 
in to substitute old-style 
colonialism by invading Laos 
and Vietnam. Vietnamese 
volunteers and experts 
continued to unite and stand 
side by side with Lao officers, 
soldiers and people to fight and 
shatter the invasion ambition 
of the imperialists and their 
henchmen, winning many 
victories in the campaigns 

of Luang Namtha province 
(1962), Nambak (1968), 
Meuang Soui, Kukiet and 
Lam Son 719 (1971), and 
Xieng Khouang - Plain of 
Jars. To support Vietnamese 
soldiers in completing the 
historic mission of liberating 
the South and reunifying the 
country, the Lao People’s 
Revolutionary Party and the 
Central Committee of the Lao 
Patriotic Front also created 
favourable conditions to open 
the Ho Chi Minh Trail through 
Laos to transport personnel 
and military supplies for many 
years, thereby making an 
important contribution to the 
common victory of the two 
peoples of Laos and Vietnam, 
Chansamone Chanyalath said.

On April 30, 1975, the south 
of Vietnam was completely 
liberated. In coordination with 
the victory of the Vietnamese 
people, Laos launched an 
uprising campaign to seize 
power nationwide on August 
23, 1975, abolishing the old 
monarchy and establishing 
the new regime of the Lao 
People’s Democratic Republic 
on December 2, 1975.

The Lao Deputy PM 
went on to say that in the 
context of complex and 
unpredictable changes in the 
international and regional 
situations, the two countries 
need to strengthen and deepen 
their great friendship, special 
solidarity, and comprehensive 
cooperation.

General Chansamone 
Chanyalath. --Photo VNA

part icular ly in  human 
resources development and 
secondment opportunities 
within its Southeast Asia 
R e g i o n a l  P r o g r a m m e 
(SEARP). He called on 
the OECD to consider 
expanding collaborative 
programmes for ASEAN 
countries, including Laos, 
to further enhance their 
participation in SEARP 
initiatives.

The OECD Ministerial 
Council Meeting serves as a 
crucial forum for addressing 
global  chal lenges and 
fos te r ing  coopera t ion 
among member countries 
and partners. Central to 

A S E A N - O E C D 
collaboration is the SEARP 
project, initiated in 2014 
t o  s u p p o r t  A S E A N ’s 
integration efforts and 
to promote sustainable 
economic policies in the 
region.

As the ASEAN chair for 
2024, Laos is committed 
to advancing the ASEAN 
community while fostering 
cooperation with partners 
such as the OECD.

During bilateral meetings 
with counterparts from 
Vietnam, Japan, Peru, and 
the United States, Deputy 
Prime Minister Saleumxay 
discussed opportunities for 
bilateral cooperation within 
the ASEAN framework 
and emphasised Laos’s 
commitment to advancing 
regional collaboration.

The annual Ministerial 
Council Meeting also serves 
as a platform for OECD 
member countries to engage 
in high-level discussions 
on critical global matters. 
Japan’s stewardship of this 
year’s meeting is particularly 
significant, marking the 
60th anniversary of its 
OECD membership and 
commemorating the 10th 
anniversary of the SEARP.

Times Reporters

The construction of a water 
supply (Nam Papa) system in 
Oudomaxay province will help 
provide access to improved 
water supply, sanitation and 
hygiene services in several 
rural and peri-urban areas.

The agreement for the 
construction of the system was 
signed in Vientiane last week 
by the Director General of the 
Water Supply Department, 
Mr Sompong Sithivong, 
and the representative of the 
Joint Venture Investment and 
Technology Development 
Company or UniqTek Co 
Ltd’s Managing Director, Mr 
Chandavong Southitham. 
The signing of the agreement 
was witnessed by the Head of 
the international cooperation 
wing of Oudomxay province’s 
Planning and Investment 
Department, Mr Ouphone 
Mingbouppha.

The event was attended 
by the Deputy Minister for 
Public Works and Transport, 
Mr Lanh Sengaphone, 
government officials and the 
company representatives. 

UniqTek Co Ltd was 
declared as the first ranked 
bidder after the financial and 
technical evaluation of the 
bids for the project, and it 

was then declared the winner 
of the bid for constructing the 
project.

The project will support 
water supply, sanitation 
and hygiene facilities in 
schools and health centres in 
the Mouteun village group 
of Namor district and the 
Phonxay village group of 
La district. Boys and girls 

Water supply construction project in Oudomxay to improve sanitation and hygiene  

Mr Sompong Sithivong (centre), Mr Chandavong Southitham 
(left) and Mr Ouphone Mingbouppha display the agreement 
document at the signing ceremony in Vientiane.

at several schools, disabled 
people, patients and health 
centre staff will have access to 
proper hand washing facilities 
due to the project. 

In the Mouteun village 
group, the Nam Papa will 
cover the core area of 
Mouteun village, which has 
158 households with a total 
population of almost 1,000 
people. About 99 percent of 
these people are members 
of the Akha ethnic people, 
according to a report on the 
project. The water treatment 
plant has been designed while 
keeping in view the needs 
of the local population over 
the next 15 years, with the 
demand for treated water 
projected at 133 m3 a day by 
the year 2039. 

In the Phonexay village 
group, the water supply system 
will provide  clean water to the 
two core villages of Phonxay 
and Samakhixay, which have 

around 330 households with 
a total population of 1,150 
people. In this area, 99 percent 
of the people are from the 
Khamu ethnic group. 

Households that apply to 
connect to the water supply 
system during the construction 
period will not be required to 
pay any up-front connection 
charges. 

This measure will assist 
poor and low-income groups to 
become part of the piped water 
supply system, encourage new 
connections and enhance PNP 
financial sustainability. 

Marketing and awareness 
campaigns will inform 
communities about the 
project’s connections policies, 
and the benefits of connecting 
to PNP piped water supply.

The construction of this 
water supply system is part 
of a water supply, sanitation 
and hygiene expansion project 
covering the four northern 

provinces of Phongsaly, 
Oudomxay, Xieng Khuang 
and Huaphanh.

The project aims to 
provide access to improved 
water supply, sanitation and 
hygiene services in selected 
rural and peri-urban areas 
and to strengthen relevant 
institutions in order to improve 
service delivery in an efficient 
and sustainable manner in 12 
districts.

The project has received 
a loan from the World Bank 
(under a credit agreement 
signed on May 9, 2019), and 
it is being jointly implemented 
by the Department of Water 
Supply under the Ministry of 
Public Works and Transport, 
which is the main sector, and 
the Department of Hygiene 
and Health Promotion under 
the Ministry of Health, which 
is the development partner 
for the project worth a total of 
US$25 million.                                                                
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Photo ScenesExcerpts from the Lao Media
Sanxay officials destroy 

motorcycle parts
Police officers from Sanxay district of Attapeu province have destroyed illegally installed 
motorcycle parts.

Last week, the Governor of Sanxay, Mr Souvanhsy Keoviseuth, along with police 
officers attended a ceremony to destroy motorcycle parts that did not comply with 
regulations. These had been seized from teenagers.

Earlier, police officers coordinated with authorities to disseminate traffic rules and 
how to ride safely for motorists as well as for schools and villages, said the head of the 
public office of the district, Lieutenant Colonel Phoumy Keobualapha.

The objective was to disseminate traffic rules to help local people comprehend these 
rules and to make parents aware to keep their children safe, Lieutenant Colonel Phoumy 
added.

Lieutenant Colonel Phoumy said some teenagers have been modifying motorcycles 
and disrupting peace and posing a risk for other motorists.

Recently, police officers seized 64 modified motorcycles in which 64 exhaust pipes 
had been installed, 30 small tyres and two counterfeit number plates, he added.

Police officers spoke to 64 teenagers, including two women, who had modified their 
motorcycles. They were also made to sign documents promising not to modify their bikes 
again, said Lieutenant Colonel Phoumy.

--Attapeu Online News, May 3

Pakxe police arrest 
mother-son for murder

Police personnel from the public security office of Pakxe city in Champassak province 
have arrested a mother-son duo for killing a man.

On May 2, the deputy head of the public security office of Pakxe, Lieutenant Colonel 
Keoviengxay Onxayvieng, informed about a murder committed in Khonlay village of 
Pakxe.

Lieutenant Colonel Keoviengxay informed that at 7 am on April 29, the police were 
alerted about a murder.

Police officers formed a special unit and coordinated with local authorities to check 
the crime scene. They found the body of Mr Souliya Keomanyvong, 64, a resident of 
Huayyangkham village in Pakxe.

Police officers found multiple wounds on Mr Souliya’s body. Upon collecting 
information they arrested Mr Souliya’s wife-Mrs Khout, 68-and his son Mr Kiat, 24, a 
resident of Huayyangkham village in Pakxe.

During questioning by police officers, Mrs Khout confessed that she had divorced 
Mr Souliya and at 7 pm on April 28, she and her son went to ask for five million kip 
from Mr Souliya.

When he refused to pay they had an argument. Mrs Khout called to her son for help 
and Mr Kiat stabbed his father multiple times killing him instantly.

--Lao Security News, May 3

Tropical storm hits Luang Prabang
A tropical storm hit Nongtok village in Luang Prabang city of Luang Prabang province 
and destroyed 32 houses.

On May 1, a tropical storm hit Nongtok damaging 32 houses, seven badly, informed 
the head of the village, Mr Dykeo.

Besides, the tropical storm destroyed the roof of a toilet in a primary school, a temple 
and bear conservation centre in Nongtok, he added.

Many storms have been hitting Nongtok, but the one on May 1 was deadly. Officials 
are mobilising teenagers to help families, said Mr Dykeo.

He added that many families have been rendered homeless and they need help to 
resume their normal lives.

--Pathedlao, May 3

While visiting people living in villages, the Governor of Khammuan province, Mr 
Vanxay Fongsavanh, and the authorities of Nakai district recently held the opening 
ceremony for the small Nameo hospital that will cater to the residents of four villages. 

--Photo Pathetlao

The Governor of Khounkham district in Khammuan province, Mr Keovilay Xayabouth, 
and other officials recently delivered blankets, clothes and other materials worth 34 
million kip and cash to three families from three villages that were affected by accidental 
fires. 							          --Photo Lao National Radio 

Ministry of Finance officials, members of the Lao Chamber of Professional Accountants 
and Auditors (LCPAA) and 96 accountants last week attend a certificate presentation 
ceremony following a training course for Lao public certified accountants at the 
Crowne Plaza Vientiane. The programme was organised by the LCPAA. A member 
of the association said “Accounting and auditing is an important aspect of financial 
management in both the government and business sectors, requiring accuracy and 
transparency. The Lao Chamber of Professional Accountants and Auditors plays a 
major role in assisting the government and the Ministry of Finance to strengthen the 
accounting and auditing profession to regional and global levels and ensure robust 
management of Laos’ economic and financial matters.”

Ministry of Public Works and Transport officials attend a meeting to review progress 
made in the logistics sector in 2023 and the plans for the rest of this year. The meeting 
took place in Vientiane province last week and was chaired by Deputy Minister of 
Public Works and Transport Mr Lithta Khattiya. The review reassessed ongoing efforts 
to improve transport and cross-border export contracts, agreed on methods of operation, 
endorsed the plans made for 2024, and stressed the need to communicate associated 
legislation to the relevant officials.

order to provide a better and 
more interesting experience 
to visitors.

Laos’ tourist attractions 
have been hailed in foreign 
newspapers and magazines, 
and more people are now 
aware of what the country 
has to offer, as well as its 
affordable prices.

The country’s special 
a t t rac t ions  have been 
cited in several foreign 
publications and websites, 
with river trips through 
the Nam Et-Phou Louey 
National Park in Huaphan 
province listed among the 

world’s top 10 best night 
safaris in an article posted 
on the Condé Nast Traveler 
website in February 2023. 

In March 2023, Luang 
Prabang was recommended 
by the American magazine 
Time as one of the 50 
greatest places to visit.

The magazine described 
Luang  Prabang  as  “a 
hidden paradise”, saying 
t u r q u o i s e  w a t e r f a l l s , 
Buddhis t  temples  and 
sunset boat trips on the 
Mekong River are just 
a few of the province’s 
highlights.

Luang Prabang is one 
of the most well-known 
provinces in Laos and is a 
top tourist draw because of 
its riverside location, scenic 
beauty, old temples, quaint 
streets and alleyways, and 
festivals.

The city’s old quarter 
was l isted as a World 
Heritage Site in 1995 by the 
United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO), 
w h i c h  d e e m e d  i t s 
architecture was culturally 
significant and worthy of 
protection by the UN.

Laos records more... FROM PAGE 1
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World
World news in brief  

67, was in despair after the 
eruption rendered his home 
uninhabitable.

Antelmus’ zinc-roofed 
house, about 7 kilometres 
from the 725-metre high 
volcano ,  was  heavi ly 
damaged by the ejected 
material.

“There were rocks that 
were spewed [from the 
volcano], it lasted at least 
three hours,” he said.

“I have no place to live 
now.”

Indonesian volcanic 
eruption causes widespread 
damage in nearby Sulawesi 
village.

Another island resident, 
Sulce Ansar, said Tuesday’s 
eruption was “worse” than 
the series of eruptions last 
month that forced hundreds 
to evacuate.

“I remember seeing the 
fiery red clouds of lava 
[spewing] into the air, along SAO PAULO (The Straits 

Times/ANN) -- The death 
toll from rains in Brazil’s 
southernmost state of Rio 
Grande do Sul rose to 57, 
local authorities said on the 
afternoon of May 4, while 
dozens still have not been 
accounted for.

Rio Grande do Sul’s civil 
defence authority said 67 
people were still missing 
and more than 32,000 had 
been displaced as storms 
have affected nearly two 
thirds of the 497 cities in 
the state, which borders 
Uruguay and Argentina.

Floods destroyed roads 
and bridges in several 
regions of the state.

The storm also triggered 
landslides and the partial 
collapse of a dam at a small 
hydroelectric power plant.

(Global Times) --Chinese 
President Xi Jinping has given 
important instructions on 
the rescue and disaster relief 
work after a fatal expressway 
collapse in south China’s 
Guangdong province.

Xi, also general secretary 
of the Communist Party 
of China (CPC) Central 
Committee and chairman 

Vietnam police 
arrest former head 
of government office 
amid anti-graft 
crackdown
HANOI (The Straits 
Times/ANN) -- Police in 
Vietnam have arrested 
the former head of the 
government office, Mr Mai 
Tien Dung, on suspicion 
of abuse of power, the 
Ministry of Public Security 
said on May 4, amid 
a widening anti-graft 
crackdown in the South-
east Asian country.
The arrest of Mr Dung, 65, 
is part of an investigation 
into a bribery case in 
the Central Highlands 
province of Lam Dong, 
the ministry said in a 
statement, adding that the 
arrest had been made on 
April 30.

No positive progress 
in Gaza truce talks: 
Hamas source  
GAZA (Xinhua)-- No 
positive progress has 
been made in the Gaza 
truce talks on Saturday, a 
source from the Islamic 
Resistance Movement 
(Hamas) said.
The source, who 
spoke on condition of 
anonymity, told Xinhua 
that the negotiations 
encountered challenges 
due to Israel’s insistence 
on not committing to a 
(permanent) ceasefire. 

Japan and Brazil 
vow cooperation 
in fighting climate 
change
(The Japan Times/ANN) 
--Prime Minister Fumio 
Kishida and Brazilian 
President Luiz Inacio Lula 
da Silva on Friday agreed 
that the two countries will 
cooperate in conserving 
the Amazon rainforest 
as a way to fight global 
warming.
Kishida and Lula, meeting 
in Brasilia, also agreed to 
work together to maintain 
and strengthen the 
international order based 
on the rule of law. Brazil 
is this year’s chair of the 
Group of 20 developed and 
emerging economies.
Releasing a joint 
statement, the two 
leaders emphasised the 
importance of adhering to 
the principles and purposes 
of the UN Charter, such 
as territorial integrity and 
prohibition of the use of 
force.

Indonesia to... FROM PAGE 1

A second dam in the 
city of Bento Goncalves is 
also at risk of collapsing, 
authorities said.

In Porto Alegre, the 
capital of Rio Grande do 
Sul, the Guaiba lake broke 
its banks, flooding streets.

P o r t o  A l e g r e ’ s 
international airport has 
suspended all flights for an 
indefinite period.

Rains are expected in the 
northern and northeastern 
regions of the state in the 
next 36 hours, but the 
volume of precipitation 
has been declining, and 
should be well below the 
peak seen earlier in the 
week, according to the state 
meteorology authority.

Still, “rivers water levels 
should stay high for some 
days”, Governor Eduardo 

of the Central Military 
Commission, attached great 
importance to the disaster, 
instructing that every effort 
be carried out for on-
site rescue, treatment of 
the injured, and properly 
handling the aftermath.

At about 2:10 am on May 
1, a landslide occurred in 
the Chayang section of the 

Leite said on May 4, in a live 
video on his social media 
account, adding it is difficult 
to determine for how long.

Rio Grande do Sul is at a 
geographical meeting point 
between tropical and polar 
atmospheres, which has 
created a weather pattern 
with periods of intense rains 
and others of drought.

Local scientists believe the 
pattern has been intensifying 
due to climate change.

H e a v y  r a i n s  h a d 
already hit Rio Grande do 
Sul last September, as an 
extratropical cyclone caused 
floods that killed more than 
50 people.

That came after more 
than two years of a persistent 
drought due to the La Nina 
phenomenon, with only 
scarce showers. 

Meizhou-Dabu Expressway 
in Meizhou City, Guangdong 
province. As of 3:30 pm 
on May 2, the disaster had 
caused 48 deaths and 30 
injuries. Efforts should be 
made to repair the damaged 
roads and restore traffic order 
as soon as possible, said 
Xi, adding that all regions 
and relevant departments 

Death toll from rains in southern Brazil 
climbs to 57, some 70 still missing

Vehicles affected by floods in Encantado, in the Brazilian state of Rio Grande do Sul.

with gravels, volcanic ash 
raining down the island. 
I had to run very far that 
night,” she said.

The volcano had not 
erupted on Friday but 
Manado’s Sam Ratulangi 
Airport remained closed 
until the evening due to the 
spread of volcanic ash.

Indonesia straddles the 
so-called “Pacific Ring of 
Fire,” an area of high seismic 
activity where multiple 
tectonic plates meet.

A state of emergency, 
effective until May 14, 
has been declared by local 
government to facilitate aid 
access.

T h e  C e n t e r  f o r 
Vo l c a n o l o g y  a n d 
G e o l o g i c a l  H a z a r d 
Mi t iga t i on  (PVMBG) 
had warned of a potential 
t s u n a m i  t r i g g e r e d 
b y  v o l c a n i c  m a t e r i a l 
collapsing into the ocean.

Xi directs rescue operation, safety overhaul following fatal road collapse in south China
must adhere to bottom-
line thinking, consolidate 
work responsibi l i t ies , 
strengthen monitoring and 
early warning, improve 
emergency plans, promptly 
investigate and deal with 
potential risks in key areas 
and key sectors, and ensure 
the safety of people’s lives 
and property and the overall 
social stability.

Li Qiang, a member of 
the Standing Committee of 
the Political Bureau of the 
CPC Central Committee and 

premier of the State Council, 
has given instructions to 
spare no effort in rescuing the 
injured, carry out follow-up 
work, do everything possible 
to search and rescue trapped 
persons, and strictly guard 
against secondary risks.

Li emphasised that the 
ongoing May Day holiday 
is the peak of tourism prime 
t ime, accompanied by 
widespread rainfall in some 
areas, necessitating all-out 
efforts to prevent accidents 
and disasters.

An aerial drone photo taken shows the site of an expressway collapse on the Meizhou-Dabu 
Expressway in Meizhou, south China’s Guangdong Province. 	              –Photo Xinhua
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The Embassy of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg in Vientiane
is recruiting

1 Administrative Assistant (m/f) 
for a fixed term full time (40h/week) contract 

from 1 June 2024 until 15 January 2025, with option to extend

Your tasks consist of: 
•	 Facilitating/coordinating and assurance of good communication with 

external partners, including Government counterparts, Diplomatic 
missions, LuxDevelopment, UN agencies, INGOs, among others

•	 Performing receptionist tasks and clerical duties
•	 Providing logistical support including travel arrangements, mission planning, 

meeting arrangements
•	 Preparing official documents (visa, diplomatic ID card, verbal notes, letters, 

documents for imported and export diplomatic items, etc.)
•	 Translating of documents and interpretation
•	 Organizing and facilitating events
•	 Delegating supervision of the security guards, housekeeper and driver
•	 Performing secretarial duties for the Head of Mission and Deputy Head of 

Mission
•	 Following up on small grants projects in social sectors
•	 Assisting and supporting the accountant as needed

Requirements: 

•	 You have a secondary school diploma or equivalent
•	 You have 2 to 4 years work experience in the relevant field 
•	 You are fluent in English and Lao languages; command of the French 

language is considered an advantage
•	 You have excellent oral and written communications skills to liaise with 

external and internal contacts
•	 You have good inter-personal skills and ability to work as a team member
•	 You have an ability to work in a multicultural environment
•	 You are able to focus on priorities and organize work to deliver on time
•	 You pay attention to detail and accuracy
•	 You are committed to quality, speed and accuracy when performing 

technical and procedural duties
•	 You have a good sense of initiative and ability to work independently
•	 You can start to work as soon as possible 

Interested candidates are invited to submit their CV (including 
the contact of work references), a motivation letter and copies of 
diplomas and certificates by email to vientiane.amb@mae.etat.lu 
, no later than Friday 17th May 2024. Applicants who are not Lao 
citizens must have a valid residence permit and work permit.

Vientiane Times’ Foreign Media Partners
Our partners consist of news agencies and media groups.

1.	News agencies including Xinhua, Kyodo, Vietnam News Agency, Korea Central News, Russian RBTH, 
Korea of Maell Business, Turkey News Agency, ITAR-TASS, Sputnik.

2. 	 Asia News Network (ANN) members comprising 25 media outlets in 21 countries.
3.	The Belt and Road News Network (BRNN) Council comprising 25 media organisations.
For more information: https://www.vientianetimes.org.la/ourpart.php
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The Lao Brewery Company 
(LBC) has introduced a new 
canning line in Vientiane, 
marking a  s ignif icant 
milestone in the company’s 
pursuit of excellence and 
innovation in brewing. 

The activation of this 
cutting-edge canning line is 
poised to revolutionise LBC’s 
production capabilities, 
enabling the company to 
meet the growing demand 
for its renowned beverages 
while maintaining the highest 
standards of quality.

Developed in collaboration 
with one of  the most 
experienced German canline 
manufacturers, KHS, the new 

Advertorial Desk
 
Under the guidance of the 
Governor of Savannakhet 
p rov ince ,  Lane  Xang 
Minerals Limited Company 
(LXML) recently handed 
over three infrastructure 
development projects to 
Nampakhen vil lage in 
Vi l abou ly  d i s t r i c t  o f 
Savannakhet province, 
which is located in the area 
surrounding the Sepon Mine 
project. 

T h e  c e r e m o n y  f o r 
handing over the projects was 
attended by the Governor of 
Vilabouly district, Mr Valiya 
Sichanthongthip, LXML 
Company’s  Managing 
Director, Mr Saman Aneka, 
and other local officials, 
village authorities and 
community members. 

These projects, funded 
by the 2024 Sepon Trust 
Fund, involved construction, 
repair and design works to 
improve public facilities and 
infrastructure in Nampakhen 
village. 

The completed projects 
include the extension of the 
Nampakhen village office, 
built at the cost of US$3,107 
(more than 66.5 million kip), 
repair and improvement 
o f  t h e  N a m p a k h e n 
Elementary School and 
surrounding fac i l i t ies 
valued at US$27,908.90 
(more than 597.4 million 
kip), and  renovation of the 
National Heroic Museum in 
Nampakhen village at the 
cost of US$47,132.36 (more 
than one billion kip). 

The total value of the 
projects is US$78,148.26, 
or more than 1.6 billion kip. 

D u r i n g  t h e  e v e n t , 

M r  Va l i y a  c o n v e y e d 
his appreciation to the 
company for its financial 
support  and dedicated 
focus on enhancing the 
local infrastructure and 
living standards of the 
communities living around 
the project. 

He underscored the 
pos i t ive  impact  these 
developments would have 
in elevating the living 
conditions of the local 
populace and significantly 
contributing to the socio-
economic advancement of 
the area. 

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  h e 
highlighted the company’s 
efforts in promoting cultural 
preservation and tourism, 
which not only serves to 
conserve the region’s rich 
heritage but also attracts 
visitors from across the 
region.

Similarly, Mr Saman 
emphasised the fund’s 
targeted approach towards 
fostering food production, 
education for the younger 
generation, and public 
health initiatives within the 
community. He stressed the 
importance of infrastructure 
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  w h i c h 
encompass the construction 

of roads and establishment 
of an accessible electricity 
gr id  in  remote  areas , 
aligning with the three key 
priorities of food production, 
community health and 
education.

The overarching vision 
of the local development 
fund is to facilitate the 
progress of the communities 
living around the Sepon 
gold-copper mine project 
through community labour 
contributions, underscoring 
the pivotal role of such 
contributions in ensuring 
sustainable development. 

Moreover, LXML is 
committed to the Fund 
for  Ass is tance  to  the 
Disadvantaged Groups 
(FADG), and employs 
participatory development 
approaches to identify 
and support deserving 
individuals based on their 
needs and the company’s 
deliberation.

L X M L’ s  s u p p o r t 
represents a significant 
investment in the development 
of community infrastructure of 
the surrounding villages. The 
company remains committed 
to fostering positive and 
sustainable change within 
the region.

Mr Saman Aneka (left) and local officials cut a ribbon to hand over the infrastructure development 
projects.

LXML hands over community 
infrastructure development projects 

to villagers around Sepon Mine

Lao Brewery unveils state-of-the-
art canning line to boost capacity 

and meet growing demand

canning line represents a leap 
forward in brewing and filling 
technology, with a capacity of 
60,000 cans per hour. 

Equipped with high-
quality, technologically 
sophisticated solutions for 
the complete filling and 
packaging process, this 
state-of-the-art line boasts 
advanced features designed 
to minimise oxygen pickup 
during the beer filling process. 
By leveraging the latest in 
filling technology and highest 
hygienic standards, LBC aims 
to ensure that every can of its 
premium beverages retains 
its freshness and flavour, 
delivering an unparalleled 
drinking experience to 
consumers.

The Managing Director 
of Lao Brewery Company, 
Mr Henrik Juel Andersen, 

expressed his excitement at 
the launch of the new canning 
line and its potential impact 
on the company’s growth 
trajectory. 

“The introduction of this 
advanced canning line at our 
leading manufacturing facility 
attests to our unwavering 
commitment to excellence 
and innovation. By more 
than doubling the capacity 
of our existing line, we are 
strategically positioned to not 
only meet current demand 
but also pave the way for 
sustained growth over the next 
decade,” said Mr Andersen.

T h i s  i n v e s t m e n t 
demonstrates Carlsberg’s and 
LBC’s commitment to invest 
in Laos, and with improved 

production capacities, LBC 
is poised to strengthen its 
position as a leading player 
in the beverage industry, 
both domestically and 
internationally. 

The investment in this 
state-of-the-art canning line 
reaffirms the company’s vision 
to deliver exceptional quality 

and value to its customers. 
Additionally, this investment 
contributes to economic 
development and prosperity 
in Laos, while boosting excise 
tax and export revenue for the 
Lao government.

The launch was attended by 
several esteemed dignitaries, 
including the Minister of 
Industry and Commerce, Mr 
Malaithong Kommasith, the 
Deputy Minister of Finance, 
Mr Phouvong Kittavong, and 
shareholders’ representative 
Ph.D. Bouavanh Vilavong, 
and they were accompanied 
by the Executive Vice 
President Asia of Carlsberg 
Group, Mr Joao Abecasis, 
Mr Henrik Juel Andersen, 
and the Director of the Board 
and LBC’s team member, Mr 
Thanusack Phommachack. 

The event underscored the 
significance of this milestone 
for both the company and the 
nation’s brewing industry, 
with the participation of the 
dignitaries reaffirming the 
government’s support for 
LBC’s endeavours and its 
commitment to fostering 
innovation and economic 
growth in Laos.

A s  L a o  B r e w e r y 
Company embarks on this 
transformative journey, the 
firm remains dedicated to 
its mission of delivering 
unparalleled quality and 
satisfaction to consumers. 
With the addition of the new 
canning line, LBC is poised 
to not only meet but exceed 
expectations, ensuring that its 
legacy of excellence endures 
for years to come.
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Online advertisement
Advertising your products at 

www.vientianetimes.org.la will bring 
benefits to your company.  

Customers around the world will 
appreciate the quality of your 

products via the Vientiane Times 
website. For more information please 

contact:  Tel: 336042, 336045   
Fax: 336041,  

Email: itvtimes@gmail.com

Times Reporters

The Lao government is 
still tackling challenges 
in the development and 
management of minerals as 
it implements the strategic 
plan approved for mineral 
development.

These  i s sues  we re 
discussed at an offline 
and  on l ine  sc i en t i f i c 
seminar that focused on 
the implementation of the 
vision 2035 and the mineral 
development strategic plan 
for 2021-2030. The seminar, 
organised by the Ministry of 
Energy and Mines on Friday, 
was a good opportunity 
for the mining sector to 
disseminate the contents of 
the strategic plan and the 
work of managing mineral 
development so that the 
society can have a correct 
understanding of the matter. 

The meeting was attended 
by the Vice President of 
the National Assembly 
( N A ) ,  M r  S o m m a d 
Pholsena, members of the 
NA, government officials 
and representatives of the 
business sector.

Some of the key issues 
and challenges in this 
sector are determining 
the  r igh t s ,  ro l e s  and 
division of management 
between relevant sectors, 
especially industry, trade, 
environment ,  f inance, 
public works and transport. 
Other issues requiring 
clarity are management of 
mineral processing plants 
without concessions, the 
mining environment, and 
management of ore-sand 

Bounfaeng 
Phaymanivong

The Steering Committee 
for Labourers of the Lao 
Na t iona l  Chamber  o f 
Commerce and Industry 
(LNCCI) is working with 
its tripartite partners to 
enhance skill development 
and protection of workers 
as part of efforts to boost 
the Lao economy. 

A meeting was held to 
review the activities of the 
Steering Committee for 
Labourers and the work 
of the Dual Cooperative 
Training Service Centre 
(DCTSC), and to discuss 
and exchange views on 
the related framework for 
labour and the DCTSC.

After a coffee break at 
the meeting, the LNCCI’s 
Vice President and the 
head  o f  t he  S t ee r ing 
Committee for Labourers, 
Dr Xaybandith Rasphone, 
told the local media that 
t h e  g a t h e r i n g  w o u l d 
discuss important issues 

and black soil-red soil, the 
Deputy Minister of Energy 
and Mines, Mr Thongphat 
Inthavong, said.

The enforcement of laws, 
contracts and regulations is 
not yet strict, decisive or 
uniform, which is reflected 
in  some projects  that 
have shortcomings in the 
implementation of laws, 
contracts and plans, but still 
cannot take measures and 
cancel a contract, he said.

The implementation of 
the obligation collection 
mechanism is  not  yet 
systematic, there is no 
uniformity and it is not 
p o s s i b l e  t o  c o l l e c t 
obligations according to 
the contract and plan. This 
includes obligations such 
as concession fee, capital 
according to the contract, 
profit tax, value-added tax, 
and special collection fee, 
said Mr Thongphat.

He said the budget 
of the public sector for 
studying geological and 
mineral information and for 
assessing mineral resources 
is limited, and it is mostly 
based on funding from 
neighbouring countries such 
as China, Vietnam, Japan 
and Thailand.

The work of managing 
activities related to minerals 
is still not centralised and 
there are many coordination 
points, which causes the 
problem of overlapping, Mr 
Thongphat pointed out.

The process of selecting 
investors is rushed and does 
not have clear goals, such 
as the technical ability, 
experience and capital of 

investors.
Community development 

by using funds for social 
development and local 
development, according to 
the concession agreement 
for some areas, has not 
yet  been implemented 
according to objectives and 
goals, and the areas where 
the communities are located 
have not yet been developed.

Measures to protect the 
environment, health and 
safety are not yet strictly 
implemented in line with 
regula t ions ,  technical 
standards and international 
good practices, he added.

Mr Sommad said he 
believed the comments and 
suggestions that emerged 
through the exchange and 
sharing of ideas at the 
meeting will serve as lessons 
for the mining sector, and 
will be implemented in 
future in order to achieve 
efficiency and effectiveness 
in contributing to socio-
economic development and 
ensuring the sustainable use 
of natural resources in and 
long-term. 

Mr Sommad Pholsena (centre) and Mr Thongphat Inthavong (left) chair the meeting in 
Vientiane. 

Challenges remain for mineral development 
and management in Laos

related to the development 
of skilled workers and 
labour protection.

“Severa l  impor tan t 
i s sues ,  i nc lud ing  the 
protection of labour rights, 
the benefits and social 
welfare of workers, and 
disaster prevention, were 
brought up for discussion 
with representatives of 
the tripartite partners,” 
he said.

Dr Xaybandith, who 
is also in-charge of the 
DCTSC, said the centre 
plays a crucial role in 
skill development among 
workers by encouraging 
enterpr ises  to  employ 
more new graduates and to 
allow first-year students of 
vocational schools to begin 
their on-site training with 
companies.

“The implementation 
of the programme is now 
being carried out in five 
provinces of Laos, with 
more than 20 vocational 
institutes and over 300 
entrepreneurs taking part 

Chamber body reviews priorities for 
labour protection, skill development 

in the project,” he said.
Some important pilot 

subjects  are l inked to 
training related to services 
at hotels and restaurants, 
including electricians, 
t e c h n i c i a n s ,  a n d 
logistics, agriculture and 
information technology 
(IT) personnel. 

“ F o l l o w i n g 
sa t i s fac to ry  feedback 
about the DCTSC from 
various enterprises and 
outstanding achievements 
over the past few years, 
we are set to expand the 
network of entrepreneurs 
and increase the subjects 
i n  o rde r  t o  mee t  t he 
demands of employers,” 
Dr Xaybandith said.

T h e  h a l f - d a y -
long meet ing enabled 
participants to exchange 
views on various draft 
laws related to business, 
labour and industry, and 
to raise awareness about 
the strict implementation 
o f  r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d 
employment agreements.

Representatives tripartite partners participate in a group photo at a meeting last Friday.
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REQUEST FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
Country:	 Lao People’s Democratic Republic
Project:	 Global Partnership for Education III Project: Learning and Equity Acceleration Project (LEAP), Credit 	
	̀ No.: 6854-LA

Sector:	 Education 
Description:	 The project is seeking for two qualified national positions: 01 Budget Planning Officer and 01 Driver

Background
The Ministry of Education and Sports (MOES) is implementing the “GPE III Learning Equity Acceleration” 
Project (P173407) or the Project with financing support from the World Bank (WB) and the Global Partnership 
for Education (GPEIII).  The Project main objective is to improve learning outcomes in primary grades, 
and strengthen teacher practices, education sector equity and accountability in the Lao PDR.  The Project 
activities are being implemented through the following 3 components: (1) Prepared and Motivated Learners; 
(2) Prepared and Motivated Teachers; and (3) Effective School Governance for Improving Teaching and 
Learning
1. Budget Planning Officer: Timely budget planning is key for the project implementation and enhance 
effectiveness of the project. The Budget Planning Officer will support overall budget planning and 
reconciliation process for the implementation of GPE III/LEAP. The budget planning officer will work with 
Education Coordination Unit (ECU), under the supervision of the Project Director and will also work closely 
with Department of Finance and collaboratively with all the implementation units (IUs), also provincial and 
district level of the GPE III/LEAP.
Specific Tasks:

The specific task of the Budget Planning Officer includes but not limited to: 
	 Facilitate the process of budget forecasting, planning, approval, and reconciliation process and provide 

proactive supports to ECU, implementing units and department of finance.
	 Helping to prepare and review budgets of IUs for the execution of activities in the Annual Operation Plan
	 Assess the capacity of ECU and IU staff on budget planning process, based on assessment will develop 

comprehensive capacity development plan and will enhance the capacity of stakeholders.
	 Facilitate the process of coordination and assess risk in budget planning process, based on the risk 

assessment will take necessary mitigation measures in coordination with ECU and IUs
	 Prepare weekly reports to discuss with the management team with preventive action plan.
	 Coordinates facilitate department of finance and ECU in timely preparation IFR, reconciliation and 

withdrawal applications.
	 Maintain and monitor the integrity of the Project’s Financial Management System (including the Chart of 

Account) by ensuring that the procedures and internal controls as set out in the Project Financial Manual 
are implemented correctly and managed efficiently.

	 Monitoring Accounts (Designated Account, Project Account and Operational Account)
	 Prepare the request for the replenishment of the central IUs and the monthly PESS’ expenses to DOF/

MOES with necessary supporting documentation.

Required Qualifications and Experience: 
	 Bachelor’s degree in accounting or finance or equivalent professional diploma related to the flied of 

assignment.
	 Experience working in public or private sector in FM capacity.
	 Familiarity with MoF Standard Operating Finance Procedures Manual for Externally Financed and 

experience with the government process of financial management.
	 At least 5 experiences of working with finance institutions or development projects.
	 At least 3 years of experience in coordinating and working with them and training them on financial 

management.
	 At least 3 years of experience in financial risk assessment and taking mitigation measures. 
	 At least 3 years of experience on preparing financial projections, reporting, budget planning and 

reconciliation.
	 Excellent team management skills along with demonstrable teamwork and mentoring financial coaching 

to teams.
	 Excellent skills to work on MS office and accounting software.
	 Great understanding and familiarity to work with the government of Lao PDR
	 Experience to work with multicultural team with tight deadlines. 
	 Good communication skill including fluency in Lao and English.

2. Driver: The main purpose of this role aims to provide support and assistance to the GPEIII-LEAP 
administration under the Education Coordination Unit, Department of Planning, Ministry of Education and 
Sports (MoES).
Specific tasks:
	 Drive project vehicles for the transport of authorized personnel inside and outside the duty station, 

including to project target areas (provinces, districts and villages) across the country;
	 Collect and deliver mails, documents and other items;
	 Take care of the day to day maintenance of assigned vehicle(s) (e.g. check oil, water, battery and brakes, 

etc.);
	 Ensure that the assigned vehicle(s) is kept neat and clean (internal and external) all the time;
	 Ensure that the assigned vehicle(s) have valid vehicle(s) insurance and it is kept in vehicles all the time;
Required Qualifications and Experience: 
	 High school’s graduate;
	 Having valid driving license with minimum 5 years of driving experience including to remote areas;
	 At least 3 years of similar roles and responsibilities with projects;
	 Basic knowledge and experience of vehicle’s maintenance;
	 Ability to understand and speak English is highly desirable;
	 Energetic and being in good health condition;
	 Strong interpersonal skills.
The attention of interested Consultant is drawn to paragraph 1.9 of the World Bank’s Guidelines: Selection 
and Employment of Consultants under IBRD Loans and IDA Credits & Grants by World Bank Borrowers, 
January 2011 (“Consultant Guidelines”), setting forth the World Bank’s policy on conflict of interest. The 
Consultant will be selected based on Individual Consultants selection method set out in the Consultant 
Guidelines.

Interested eligible candidates in this position may obtain further information and the detailed TOR from the 
address below during office hours 08:30 to 16:00 hours or by e-mail (detailed TOR will be provided upon 
request). Please submit CVs and a letter of interest by 6 – 21 May 2024 to the address below. Only short 
listed individual candidates will be contacted for an interview.

To: 	 Ministry of Education and Sports
	 Department of Planning
	 Lane Xang Avenue, P.O Box 67, Vientiane, Lao PDR
Attn:	 Mr. Anoupheng Keovongsa
	 Deputy Director General of Department Planning/GPE III Project Director
	 Tel/Fax: 021 243672 or 020 5582 6153; e-mail: ecudp.laopdr@moes.edu.la; 
	 cc: amphamay@gmail.com 
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With the support 
f r o m  t h e 
Government 
of Australia 

and UNICEF Lao PDR, 
the Lao Front for National 
Development  (LFND) 
is organising workshops 
for  heal th  author i t ies 
and community leaders 
throughout six provinces 
of the Lao PDR in a bid to 
bolster immunisation efforts 
for children, particularly 
around the measles-rubella 
vaccine.

Vaccination is a key 
public health intervention 
in safeguarding children’s 
l ives .  As  such ,  these 
workshops are specifically 
targeted at provinces that 
continue to have low routine 
immunisation rates, which 
are Bokeo, Khammuan, 
Savannakhet, Savan, Attapeu 
and Xekong provinces.

The most recent of the 

Lao Front for National Development bolsters immunisation 
in underperforming provinces throughout Laos

Community mobilization of the promotion of vaccination and in Daksouang village, Dakcheung district of Xekong province.

Community mobilisation of the promotion of vaccination  in Songkhon village, Kaleum 
district of Xekong province.

workshops were organised 
in Attapeu and Xekong 
provinces from 29 April to 
2 May 2024 and involved 
var ious  s takeholders , 
including religious leaders 
and health workers. The 
workshop helped equip them 
with the skills to effectively 
communicate  to  thei r 
communities about vaccines 
and its importance. 

During the workshops 
in Attapeu and Xekong 
provinces,  Director of 
the Department of Social 
Strata and Civil Society 
Organisations of the LFND, 
Mr Vandy Chansombath  
urged all related departments 
to provide strong support 
in mobilising communities 
a r o u n d  v a c c i n a t i o n , 
particularly in anticipation 
of the upcoming nationwide 
measles-rubella vaccination 
campaign from 20-31 May 
2024.

“Vaccination is one of 
the most effective ways to 
protect children from serious 
illness, including from 
measles and rubella, and 
improving their overall well-
being. The measles-rubella 
vaccine for instance has been 
used for several decades 
worldwide. It’s important 
that children receive this 
life-saving vaccine at the 
recommended age,” said Mr 
Vandy Chansombath.

 UNICEF Communication 
Specialist, Mr Tabongphet 
Phouthavong also emphasised 
that improving measles and 
rubella vaccination rates 
in the Lao PDR is critical 
to avoiding the deadly 
outbreak of these diseases 
in the country, especially in 
light of increasing cases of 
these diseases worldwide. 

“UNICEF reaffirms our 
unwavering commitment to 
the health of Lao children 
and expanding access to life-
saving immunisations for all. 
We need to ensure no child 
is left behind and we will 
continue working closely 
with local authorities to do 
so,” stated Mr Tabongphet 
Phouthavong.

Echoing this statement, 
Vice President of Xekong 
L F N D ,  M r  D a r a s a k 
Phanthanalay  stated that 
district and village authorities 
should provide active support 

in enhancing immunisation 
effor ts  where  rout ine 
immunisation rates are low.  

D r  B o u n n a n h 
Chanthavong from the 
Xekong Provincial Health 
Office, also noted how 
immunisation coverage 
remains low in some areas 
due to the lack of qualified 
health staff, budget and 
current difficulties accessing 
all the district and villages 
due to the lack of vehicles. 
He explained: “many people 
still do not understand the 
importance of vaccination. 
The lack of internet access, 
phone connection and 

language barriers are also 
major obstacles hindering 
our efforts. Nevertheless, 
we remain committed to 
our duty and will redouble 
our  e ffor t s  a longs ide 
LFND, UNICEF and related 
departments to increase 
vaccination rates.” 

At the conclusion of 
the workshops,  LFND, 
UNICEF, health authorities 
and the media conducted 
ac t i v i t i e s  i n  A t t apeu 
and Xekong provinces 
to mobilise villages for 
v a c c i n a t i o n  a s  w e l l 
as  provide them with 
information about vaccines 

and health education in 
general. These activities 
were led by LFND and 
organised in Halang village 
in Samakhixay district 
o f  At tapeu  pro v i n c e , 
alongside Songkhon and 
Daksouang vil lages in 
Dakcheung dis t r ic t  of 
Xekong province.

All vaccines in the Lao 
PDR have been approved 
by  the  Wor ld  Hea l th 
Organisation (WHO) and 
the Ministry of Health and 
are proven safe and effective 
in protecting children from 
severe illnesses and life-
threatening diseases.
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HANOI (Vietnam News/
ANN) -- The Đien Bien Phu 
campaign holds a particularly 
vivid and indelible place in 
the memories of Lieutenant 
General Đang Quan Thụy, 
despite his participation in 
numerous campaigns and 
battles throughout the 
resistance against French 
colonialism, the war against 
the United States, and border 
defence wars in the southwest 
and north of the country.

Thụy,  former  Vice 
Chairman of the National 
Assembly, former Chairman 
of the Veterans Association 
of Vietnam, a member of the 
Frontline Combat Operations 
Committee during the Đien 
Bien Phu Campaign, outlined 
eight main tasks he undertook 
during the particular campaign 
in his photo book summarising 
his life on the battlefield.

He was present from the 
early days until the end of the 
Đien Bien Phu  campaign.

In January 1954, he was 
assigned the task of establishing 
an enemy observation team, 
climbing a high mountain with 
reconnaissance, artillery and 
engineering troops.

The path was arduous, and 
they had to rely on the local 
people’s help to reach the 
mountaintop.

“At that time, I truly could 
not imagine the scale of the 
future battle. But I knew I 
would be participating in a 
major battle and I believed our 
troops would win,” Thụy told 
the Government News.

On the top of the mountain, 
through artillery binoculars 
that were clear up to 10km, 
the team saw in the Đien 
Bien basin, French troops 
parachuting in to reinforce 
their forces, cleaning up trees, 
occupying local people’s 
houses, and digging trenches 
to prepare for battle.

A f t e r  m a n y  d a y s 
observing the enemy, the 
team recorded specific and 
detailed information about 
each important enemy 
position, providing a basis 
for the reconnaissance teams 
to report to the command and 
build combat plans.

Thụy said that  the 
confidence in victory stemmed 
from the summer of 1953, 
when the General Staff 
established a research team 
of 24 people in the dense 
forests of Định Hóa base (in 
the northern mountainous 
province of Thái Nguyên) to 
‘prepare theories for attacking 
enemy strongholds’.

The enemy was predicted 
to defend in a stronghold 
model ,  wi th  mul t ip le 
strongholds both inside and 
outside, interconnected, and 
with artillery and air support.

The significant point was 
that when one stronghold was 
attacked, others would support 
rapidly.

Thụy said drawing lessons 

from the unsuccessful Na 
San stronghold battle in the 
previous year, with numerous 
sketches and maps developed, 
the research team concluded a 
combat plan that “We had to 
attack in a coordinated manner 
to break through successive 
defences, meaning we had 
to apply all three styles of 
encircling, penetrating, and 
counterattacking repeatedly, 
while also restraining the 
enemy’s artillery.”

When attacking one 
stronghold, they had to contain 
the support from adjacent 
strongholds.

Once the strategy for 
attacking the enemy stronghold 
was devised, the General Staff 
immediately began training 
officers and conducting field 
exercises.

Units were divided into 
opposing forces, simulating 
crucial combat situations for 
attacking enemy strongholds. 
Then ,  a l l  un i t s  were 
familiarised with the style of 
attack.

“The campaign heated up 
with each carefully-calculated 
move of our army amidst the 
freezing winter that year,” he 
recalled.

At that time, the French 
colonialists concentrated forces 
to form the Điện Biên Phủ 
stronghold with a large number 
of troops, strong firepower, 
and solid defences. French and 
American generals affirmed it 
as ‘a formidable stronghold’, 
and ‘an impregnable fortress’ 
in the northwest of our country, 
challenging the main forces of 
the Viet Minh to attack.

Thụy recalled that facing 
with the difficult situation, 
the Political Bureau, led by 
late President Ho Chi Minh, 
advocated dispersing the 
enemy forces for battle.

President Ho stretched out 
his hand to make us understand 
dispersing the enemy, he said.

“In the Winter-Spring 
Offensive (1953-54) under the 
campaign, we established five 
attack directions, with Đien 
Bien Phu as the focal point, but 
the important directions were 
the Red River Delta, followed 
by the Central Highlands, 
followed by Central Laos, 
Lower Laos, and finally the 
Southern Region.

“So, the enemy wanted 
to concentrate, however, we 
opened up five directions, 

forcing them to disperse to deal 
with those five directions. That 
was also the basis for creating 
conditions for our victory,” he 
added.

Faced with the reality of 
the enemy’s reinforcement 
of troops, weapons, and the 
construction of solid defences, 
General Võ Nguyên Giáp, 
the front commander, timely 
changed the combat approach 
from “strike quickly, win 
quickly” to “strike firmly, 
advance steadily”.

“This was a difficult 
decision but a correct, 
appropriate, realistic decision 
aimed at preserving our 
forces and better preparing 
for victory,” he said.

Turning the tide
“The victory did not come 

easily for us,” Thụy said.
The northern sector that the 

enemy occupied was quickly 
eliminated in the first phase of 
the campaign. However, when 
the second attack phase on 
the eastern hills of the central 
sector occurred, none of our 
units achieved the expected 
victory.

After losing the northern 
sector, the enemy completely 
maintained a defensive 
posture.

Counterattacks aimed only 
to prevent our trench warfare 
from getting closer.

The enemy’s hope was 
to exploit the advantage of 
terrain, military force and 
concentrated weapons to 
defeat our offensive, as they 
had done in the previous battle 
at Na San stronghold.

After an initial victory, 
Battalion 98 encountered 
strong counterattacks from the 
enemy in assaulting Hill C1.

Battalion 174 suffered 
from unexpected incidents 
when assaulting Hill A1 due 
to a communication line being 
cut, resulting in a fierce enemy 
counterattack.

“Our forces suffered 
significant losses,” he said.

“Both sides were locked 
in a stalemate for months,” 
he added.

During that time, the 
Party Committee of the Front 
Command had a method to 
turn the difficult situation 
around when it noticed some 
soldiers wavering in their 
thoughts and fearing the risk 
of not being able to carry out 
the Điện Biên Phủ Campaign.

The committee promptly 
decided to organise an 
evaluation meeting. General 
Vo Nguyen Giap,  the 
Commander-in-chief of the 
Vietnamese People’s Army 
and Commander of the 
Đien Bien Phu Campaign 
summarised and evaluated 
the strengths while sharply 
criticising thoughts of reduced 
determination as well as fear of 
difficulties and hardship.

He considered these 
thoughts as obstacles to 
the campaign’s victory and 
he wanted to remove the 
thoughts and strengthened 
the determination of gaining 
victory for the soldiers.

Thụy said “It was a very 
correct policy.”

After the meeting, each 
battalion organised its own 
evaluations, reviewing what 
they had not done, what 
shortcomings existed, and 
finding out how to improve the 
determination for the soldiers.

T h e  m e e t i n g s  h a d 
reinforced and further 
elevated the fighting spirit, 
overcoming all difficulties for 
both commanders and soldiers.

Thụy said he and his 
teammates were delighted to 
read the “Appeal to the Điện 
Biên Phủ soldiers to intensify 
the competition to destroy the 
enemy forces” by General Vo 
Nguyen Giap.

Thụy recalled a passage 
in the letter: “To make the 
enemy increasingly exhausted, 
mentally weakened, suffering 
casualties, making the enemy 
always fearful and tense, 
unable to eat well, unable 
to sleep peacefully, always 
at risk of being shot dead, 
to create conditions for our 
army to achieve even greater 
victories, aiming to annihilate 
the entire enemy force at Đien 
Bien Phu. I call on all soldiers 
with rifles, machine guns and 
artillery to exert their utmost 
positive spirit to destroy the 
enemy, striving to intensify 
the competition to defeat the 
enemy at Đien Bien Phu. One 

bullet, one enemy!”
In the third attack phase, 

Thụy was appointed as 
a combat liaison officer to 
monitor the operation of the 
Battalion 174 (Regimen 316).

That time, he noticed the 
battalion planning to attack 
the enemy from multiple 
directions, with increased 
firepower, along with a plan 
to use a large tonnage bomb to 
destroy enemy defences.

He reported to the General 
Staff with confidence that 
the Battalion 174 had the 
capability to complete the 
mission.

He remembered that to 
coordinate and support the 
offensive of the Battalion 174 
on Hill A1, the command 
assigned Regimen 316 to 
secretly use engineering troops 
to dig a tunnel deep into the 
heart of Hill A1 and set up 
a quantity of explosives of 
about 1,000 kg to detonate 
at the correct time, aiming 
to collapse the underground 
defences of the enemy on Hill 
A1 and some bunkers on the 
western and southwestern 
slopes of that position.

The action also provided 
favourable conditions for the 
infantry battalion to quickly 
capture the remaining targets in 
the central defensive position 
of the enemy on Hill A1.

As predicted, the Battalion 
174 quickly occupied the 
entire Hill A1 - the most 
fortified position in the entire 
campaign.

After this battle, Thụy 
continued to monitor Battalion 
36 (Regimen 308), which was 
assigned to destroy stronghold 
206 to cut off the enemy’s 
supply routes.

After the victorious day, 
capturing General De Castries 
and the entire French general 
staff at Đien Bien Phu (May 7, 
1954), Thụy was sent to attend 
the campaign’s final summary 
conference.

Upon hearing General Vo 
Nguyen Giap’s summary and 
late President Ho Chi Minh’s 
assessment of the tremendous 
significance of the Đien Bien 
Phu Victory, Thụy felt there 
was immense joy in having 
contributed a small part to the 
victory of the entire nation.

He said the Đien Bien Phu 
Campaign was a strategic, 
decisive battle, directly leading 
to the signing of the Geneva 
Accords to end the war and 
restore peace in Indochina, 
laying the foundation and 
conditions for our people 
to continue to achieve great 
victories in the national 
defence and construction of 
the homeland in the future.

On March 13, 1954, the 
Vietnamese revolutionary 
army launched the first attack 
against the French colonialists’ 
heavily fortified base of Đien 
Bien Phu starting a 56-day 
historic campaign whose 
victory directly led to the 
signing of the Geneva Accords 
on ending the war and restoring 
peace in Indochina. 

Đien Bien Phu campaign: victory belief in 
a Lieutenant General’s indelible memory

Lieutenant General Đang Quan Thụy.

Đang Quan Thụy (first, right) accompanies General Vo Nguyen Giap, the Commander-in-Chief 
of the Vietnamese People’s Army and Commander of the Đien Bien Phu Campaign in 1954. 

Đien Bien Phu Victory is an inspiration for peace-loving 
people worldwide.
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Lamphone Pasanthong
 
Ms Phonethip Viengmany, 
a government official 
in Vientiane: Lots of 

companies need qualified 
workers, but unfortunately 
not enough people are 

What should be done to resolve 
the worker shortage in Laos?

Privately-owned companies have asked the government to take action to resolve the worker shortage, 
as more and more young people are seeking work in other countries where they can earn higher 

wages than in Laos. In addition, more foreign workers are now taking up jobs here. 
skilled in trades such 
as mechanics, welding, 
furniture making and 
others. And of course 
people will go to other 
countries where they can 
earn more money, even 
if they have to work 
illegally. Most young 
people aren’t interested 
in learning a trade and 
getting a qualification in 
a practical skill. So now 
there’s a worker shortage 
because not enough 
people meet the needs 
of today’s employers. 
The government should 
enforce a wage increase 
that matches the increase 
in the cost living, while 
labour authorities should 
ensure that certain jobs 
are reserved solely for Lao 
nationals. They should also 
make sure that the skills 

of the general workforce 
are appropriate for the job 
market.
 
Mr Sitar Thammavongsa, 
an employee in Sisattanak 
district: Most people 
seek employment outside 
of Laos because the gap 
between the minimum 
wage and the cost of living 
in Laos is substantial, 
so people are crossing 

the border in large 
numbers to take up jobs 
with competitive wages. 
Another problem is that 
there is strong competition 
in Laos with workers 
from other countries. It’s 
good that the authorities 
are trying to regulate 
foreign workers and 
ensure they are registered. 
But there are still many 
undocumented workers, 
which causes problems. 
It’s essential to pay 
more attention to worker 
legalisation and not let 
people work here illegally. 
 
Ms Khamsone 
Thammamounkhoun, an 
employee in Sikhottabong 
district: This is an 
important issue and it has 
been a problem for a long 
time. The government 
should do more to resolve 
this issue. The authorities 
should regularly carry out 
checks of companies and 
other businesses to ensure 
they are not employing 

people illegally. The law 
on this issue should be 
enforced, the workforce 
should be strictly 

monitored, and employers 
who hire people illegally 
should be penalised. I am 
sure regular inspections 
and strict enforcement of 
the law would improve the 
situation.

A senior official at the 
Lao Federation of Trade 
Unions: Although the 
government has increased 

the minimum wage it 
does not come close to 
matching the cost of living. 
Reluctance on the part 
of employers to increase 
wages has hindered 
progress in addressing the 
worker shortage.
Efforts to address 
labour issues include 
collaborative initiatives 
between the government, 
the Lao Federation 
of Trade Unions and 
the Lao Employment 
Business Association. 
These endeavours aim 
to empower workers, 
promote better industry 
practices, and enhance 
negotiation capacity 
between employers and 
authorities. But some 
companies are refusing to 
pay the minimum wage, 
saying they cannot afford 
to because it would raise 
their production costs 
and they would run into 
financial difficulties, so 
they would have to cut 
worker numbers. 
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Entertainment

Sisouphan 
Amphonephong

On April 9, a training report 
session was held at the Laos-
Japan Human Resource 
Development Institute (LJI) 
by three Japanese-language 
teachers who participated 
in training programmes in 
Japan in 2023-2024. 

Every year, the Japan 
F o u n d a t i o n  p r o v i d e s 
four types of training 
programmes for Teachers 
of the Japanese Language 
such as a six-month basic 
training programme, a six-
week Japanese language 
p r o g r a m m e ,  a  f o u r -
week Japanese Teaching 
Methods Programme, a 
six-week Comprehensive 
J a p a n e s e  T e a c h i n g 
M e t h o d s  P r o g r a m m e 
as well as a three-week 
Japanese Teaching Methods 
Programme for Teachers of 
Specified Skilled Worker 
Candidates. 

At this report session, 
Mr Bounthanome Syanon 
(National University of 
Laos,NUOL), Mr Viyaked 
Vo r a c h i d  ( L J I ) ,  w h o 
participated in the six-
month basic training (28 
August 2023-23 February 
2024, The Japan Foundation 
J a p a n e s e - L a n g u a g e 
Institute, Urawa), and Ms 
Keolakhone Chanthaythip 
(LJI), who participated in 
the three-week Japanese 
T e a c h i n g  M e t h o d s 
Programme for Teachers of 
Specified Skilled Worker 
Candidates (17 January-8 
February 2024, The Japan 
Foundat ion  Japanese-
Language Institute, Urawa), 
gave a presentation about 
the training and how to use 
their newly-learned skills at 
the workplace.

Through the training, 
Mr Bounthanome (NUOL) 
was able to deepen his 
understanding of other 
cultures, including Japanese 
culture, and improve his 
communication skills.

In the future, while 
working as a volunteer 
teacher in the Japanese 
Department of the National 
University of Laos, he 
said that he would like to 
teach classes by using the 
Japanese teaching methods. 

Mr Viyaked (LJI) learned 
teaching theories like the 
Japanese language teaching 
methods -  the PCPP model* 
-  as well as topics in a 
wide range of fields such as 
multicultural coexistence, 
intercultural understanding, 
and science and technology 
and he passed the Japanese 
Language Proficiency Test 
N2.

He sa id  he  wanted 
to make use of practical 
teaching methods and create 

a more active learning 
environment.

M s  K e o l a k h o n e 
(LJI) learned Japanese 
teaching methods using 
the “IRODORI” teaching 
method to acquire basic 
Japanese communication 
skills, and in the class 
on Japanese society and 
culture,  he introduced 
the idea of cross-cultural 
understanding. He said 
that he would like to make 
use of this knowledge in 
promoting training related 
to specific skills at LJI in 
the future.

Director  of  LJI  Dr 
Phonekeo Chanthamaly 
said that Japanese language 
t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m m e s 
provided by Japan Foundation 
are also beneficial for human 
resource development of LJI 
and are extremely useful 
not only for improving the 
language skills of teachers 
and promoting cultural 
exchanges between Lao and 
Japan, but also for a broad 
knowledge about Japan.

From LJI, two teachers 
participated in the training, 
one teacher learned the 
J a p a n e s e  l a n g u a g e 

teaching method required 
fo r  Japanese  c lasses , 
and the other learned the 
Japanese language teaching 
method for foreigners to 
acquire the basic Japanese 
communica t ion  sk i l l s 
necessary for living and 
working in Japan. 

Since last year, Japan 
Foundation and LJI have 
developed the Lao version 
of the Japanese teaching 
material “IRODORI” and 
published it for the Starter-
level in March 2024.

This teaching material 
helps Laotians to deepen 
their knowledge of Japanese 
society and culture, as well 
as Japanese expressions 
necessary for living and 
working in Japan. This year, 
they plan to develop local 
Japanese language teacher 
training related in their 
programme.

We hope that these two 
teachers will make great 
use of the results of their 
training at this center. 

In 2024, one language 
teacher from Savannakhet 
University will participate 
in a six-month basic training 
programme.

3 Japanese-language teachers 
presented training results

3 Japanese language teachers to joined programme 2023-
2024.

Participants pose for a group photo during their visit to 
Japan.

Participants pose after receiving their certificates.

Vacancy Notice

The World Health Organization has a vacancy for the position of:

Special Service Agreement (SSA)
HTM/NTD project support

Purpose of the Post:
The signatory will be assigned to WHO Representative Office in Lao PDR and will be based in Vientiane Capital 
to support HTM/NTD Unit projects and the various support requirements and learn WHO procedures that the unit 
must comply with. Specific tasks will be expected to carry out.  

Description of Duties:
Under the direct supervision of the WHO HTM/NTD Technical Officer the staff will undertake the following tasks:

        Output/s
Output  
 

•	 Deliverable 1.1: Assist HTM/NTD Unit to continuously manage WHO-MOH annual Workplan monitoring 
and reporting of funding, planning and budgeting of activities; support MOH on all aspects of programme 
management, especially for financial support mechanisms such as DFCs and procurement; to assist on review 
funding proposals and budgets from MOH and ensure that they align with WHO financial rules and protocols, 
i.e., direct financial cooperation (DFCs), procurement and logistics

•	 Deliverable 1.2: Assist HTM/NTD Unit to monitor and follow up with MOH to ensure timelines of submission 
of DFC reports.

•	 Deliverable 1.3: Maintain the filing, dissemination and archiving of project technical documents and 
correspondence (soft/hard copies and databases if applicable).

•	 Deliverable 1.4: Supporting for logistics and planning of missions and field trips by unit staff, special events, 
meetings, travel arrangement for unit staff non-staff including preparation on travel request/claim submission

•	 Deliverable 1.5: Provide other support to the HTM/NTD unit as required and as per instruction from unit team 
lead and unit administration officer or as duties as required by WHO CO related to NTD/HTM

Knowledge & skills:

•	 Programme management and administration skills;
•	 Experience in convening working meetings, drafting and sending invitations, preparing meeting logistics 

including for venue and breaks
•	 Networking capability, interpersonal skills, and strong ability to promote teamwork;
•	 Ability to take initiative to move complex processes forward to achieve results;
•	 Ability to work harmoniously as a member of a team;
•	 Capable to adapt to diverse educational and cultural backgrounds;
•	 High degree of integrity, discretion, and personal conduct.

Education:
Essential: First level university degree in business administration or related area.
Desirable: 

Experience:
Essential: Minimum of 2 years of working experience in administration, operations or programme management field.
Desirable:  Ability to take initiative to move complex processes forward to achieve results;

Languages: 
Essential: Good written and spoken in Lao and English is essential
Desirable:

Other skills (e.g. IT):  Proficiency in standard MS Office applications.  

Interested and qualified candidates are invited to submit applications and curriculum vitae in the English language with 
a subject “SSA MAL Project support” to the following Email address: wplaohr@who.int by  14  May 2024 at 17:00. 

Applications without the proper subject line might be disregarded.
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ບໍລິສັດ ເອຊີອີ ທີ່ປຶກສາ
A.C.E Consultancy Co., Ltd

ດາວວອນ ພະຈັນທະວົງ
Daovone PHACHANTHAVONG

(Director)
10/2 Manthaturath Road
P.O.Box: 3147
Vientiane Lao P.D.R

Tel : (856-21) 217 546
Fax : (856-21) 215 274
Mobile: (856-20) 5551 6831

Email: phachanthavong@yahoo.com

Classified

B. Nongbouathong, 
Sikhottabong district, 

Vientiane Lao PDR 
Tel: 217 243, 

Moblie: 020 55516138

ໂຮງພິມ ມັນທາຕຸລາດ
Manthaturath Printing Press

ຫໍພິພິຕະພັນສິລະປະລາວ
Lao Art Museum

Open everyday 
at 8:00 am - 17:00 pm
Tel: 030 5140717

What’s On
Below are the logos and addresses of companies and organisations that have long-term 

subscribed to and advertised in the Vientiane Times newspaper and website

Scholarships for study in 
India

The Embassy of India in Vientiane invites 
applications for ICCR scholarships, which 
fund undergraduate and postgraduate 
courses including doctorate programmes 
at Indian universities during the academic 
year 2024-25. The scholarships include 
enrollment and tuition fees, living expenses 
for full duration of the course, return airfare, 
visa fee, etc. 
When: Applications accepted until May 31
Where: For information about courses, 
universities, guidelines and eligibility criteria, 
please visit ICCR’s portal 
https://a2ascholarships.iccr.gov.in  
For more details, contact the Embassy of 
India at Tel: 021-352301 (Mr Phoumsavanh 
at 020 9335 6412), or email emb.
vientianne@mea.gov.in/ hoc.vientianne@
mea.gov.in. 

Rocket festival

Everyone is invited to this annual 
festival, when huge home-made 
rockets will be launched alongside 
other special activities, including a 
street fair, traditional performances, 
and a concert.
When: May 22-23
Where: Meuangfeuang district, 
Vientiane province

E-sports competition
Young 
people 
with a 
love of 
gaming 
are 
invited 
to enter 
this 

competition titled “Cool Head Gamer”. 
The winner will receive 20 million kip. 
Participants will learn about digital 
literacy and be able to take part in 
many fun activities.
When: May 4-5
Where: Parkson Shopping Mall

Visit Laos Year events in May
- City pillar festival and Miss Attapeu contest 
April 13-15, Attapeu province.
- Retro Market, Lao Food Festival, Vientiane.

Let’s have fun at the Lao Hip-Hop Festival 
that will take place on May 4-5 at Naga Mall 
of Parkson Shopping Mall. The entry is free.

Lao hip-hop fest to kick off 
on May 4

Section VI. BIDDING ANNOUNCEMENT
BIDDING No. KOICALAO-2024-1-1

The Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA) Office in Lao PDR invites all interested companies to 
participate in the process of Open International Competitive Bidding for the is Purchase of Goods(Furniture) for 
the RMNCH and Nutrition Training Center of Luangnamtha Province (Project Title: The Quality and Accessibility 
Improvement and Developing Community-based Programs for Reproductive, Maternal, Newborn and Child Health 
(RMNCH) in Northern Lao PDR)

Bid description
●	 Title of the Bid: Purchase of Goods(Furniture) for the RMNCH and Nutrition Training Center of 

Luangnamtha Province (Project Title: The Quality and Accessibility Improvement and Developing Community-
based Programs for Reproductive, Maternal, Newborn and Child Health (RMNCH) in Northern Lao PDR)

●	 Place of the Bid: KOICA office in Lao PDR
●	 Place of delivery of the Bid proposal: KOICA office in Lao PDR. 3rd Floor, Vientiane Plaza Hotel, Sailom 

Road, Hatsady-neua Village, Chanthabouly District, Vientiane Capital, Lao PDR
●	 Place of delivery of the good: Luang Namtha Provincial Hospital, Nongbourvieng Village, Namtha District, 

LuangNamtha Province
●	 Duration of the contract: 40 days from the signing of the contract
●	 Scope of work: Purchasing of Furniture (Office Desk, Chair, Bookshelf, Table, Sofa, etc.) and delivery to a 

designated location (the supplier is responsible for all expenses including transportation insurance, customs 
clearance fee, etc.), provision of manuals in Lao language, management training for the users, and repairing of 
defects for 1 year.

●	 Maximum limit of budget: USD40,496 (VAT excluded). 
	 Type of Bid

●	 Open competitive bidding
	 Technical specifications of the goods would be presented in the Section 2 of the bidding 

documents
	 Selection and announcement of the successful bidder
●	 Qualifying offers with the lowest price will be preferred.
●	 The winning bidder will be the one who offers the lowest price (not less than 84.245% of the budget allocated 

for the bidding) and obtains an evaluation score of 85 points or more.

Qualifications of the bidders
Companies that wish to participate in the bidding must meet the following minimum requirements.
●	 Have submitted all the requested documents to KOICA office in Lao PDR following the bidding schedule.
●	 Not be prohibited from participating in the sale of goods in Lao PDR.
●	 Present the "Certificate of tax compliance issued by the government of Lao PDR". 
●	 The bidding company must present its financial information reference (index of solvency and indebtedness) of 

the last 5 years. 
●	 The bidding company cannot participate in the Bid jointly with another company (consortiums are not allowed).

Language to be used for the Bid.
●	 All documents must be in English. However, bidders may submit documents in Lao language with attached 

English translation. If there is any discrepancy in interpretation, the English version will overrule.
Bidding timeline

Documents to be presented. (Directly at the KOICA Office in Lao PDR)

The documents to be submitted as part of the proposal must be included in one (1) envelope which must contain 
one (1) set of original documents, one (1) set of copies, and one (1) USB which contains all documents in 
electronic version.

●	 Form 1: Bid Application Form
●	 Form 2: Bidder’s information sheet
o	 Enterprise Registration Certificate, Business Operation License,
o	 Index of solvency and indebtedness,
●	 Form 3: Form of Bid
●	 Form 4: Certificate of Performance for Delivery of Products (sale)
●	 Form 5: Sworn Statement on Company Being a Non-Blacklisted Entity
●	 Form 6: Declaration of Anti-Corruption in ODA Business Participation
●	 Form 7: Integrity Pledge
●	 Form 8: Bid Security
●	 ANNEX 1: Technical specifications and complementary instructions.

Contract information

KOICA Office in Lao PDR
●	 Address: 3rd Floor, Vientiane Plaza Hotel, Sailom Road, Hatsady-neua Village, Chanthapouly Distirct, P.O.Box 

10822, Vientiane Capital, Lao PDR
●	 Telephone: (+856) 21-263-331
●	 E-mail: laos@koica.go.kr
●	 City: Vientiane Capital
●	 County: Lao PDR

Other matters
●	 KOICA office in Lao PDR will not be responsible for any cost or expense incurred by the companies interested 

in participating in the present Bid.
●	 This purchase is part of Official Development Assistance (ODA) between the Government of the Republic of 

Korea and the Government of Lao PDR. According to the agreement between both countries, there may be 
tax exemptions and refunds. KOICA does not have any authority and responsibility for administrative affairs 
for handling tax exemption and refund of taxes. The bidder should directly contact, Ministry of Health for tax 
exemption and refund related to the tax incurred. In all cases for tax purposes, the bidder is responsible for 
the verification of the relevant procedures, and preparation of documents.

●	 If the provided information by the bidder (address, email, telephone, etc.) is not correct, KOICA office in Lao 
PDR will not be responsible in case the bidder does not receive any information related to the bidding process.

●	 It is expected that interested companies verify all institutions, forms, terms, and specifications prepared for the 
bidding process. 

●	 Failure to provide all required information in the bidding documents or at the time of submitting the bid is 
entirely at the bidder's risk and may result in rejection of the bid.

●	 The interested companies in this present process may find the detailed bidding information in the following 
websites: 

KOICA Office in Lao PDR: https://www.koica.go.kr/sites/lao_en
https://www.facebook.com/koica.laos 
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Sports

Sales (Investment) Announcement

Laos Resources Investment and Development Co., Ltd. invests, develops 
and manages the Laos Vientiane Lakeview Golf Club located in Sangkhai 
Village, Setsettha County, Vientiane City, Laos, the Laos Vientiane KM6 
Golf Club located in Nongshawan Village, Setsettha County, Vientiane 
City, Laos, and related supporting facilities Real estate projects.

It is now planned to officially put 46 units of products in Area B of 
the first phase of the Vientiane Lakeview Golf Real Estate for public sale, 
including:

There are 9 sets of retail finished villas, covering an area of 235.07 
square meters to 1873.45 square meters, and a construction area of 
162.435 square meters to 542.93 square meters;

There are 9 retail self-built frame villas, covering an area of 302 square 
meters to 337 square meters, and a construction area of 193.855 square 
meters to 196.67 square meters;

One hotel-style villa project (including 28 villas and a piece of land to 
be built).

For specific details, you can follow the WeChat official account (Laos 
Vientiane Lakeview Golf Course) and Facebook account (Facebook@
Lakeview Villa Service) to learn more.

We sincerely invite you to take the time to visit.
Contact person: Manager Wang
Contact number: 2028101888

Lao Resources Investment and Development Co., Ltd.

McKINNEY, Texas (AP) 
-- Taylor Pendrith has been 
here before — holding or 
sharing a lead after three 
rounds on the PGA Tour.

The Canadian was one of 
six among the top 10 on the 
leaderboard seeking a first 
tour victory at the CJ Cup 
Byron Nelson.

Pendrith chipped in 
twice for consecutive eagles 
to kick-start an 8-under 63 
on Saturday for a one-shot 
lead over second-round 
leader Jake Knapp.

“I have no idea,” Pendrith 
said when asked if he’d ever 
had back-to-back eagles, 
which came on the par-5 
fifth and par-4 sixth holes as 
he finished at 19-under 194. 
“I don’t think so. Maybe a 
first.”

It was the third time on 
the PGA Tour this season, 
and vaulted him ahead of 
Knapp. Pendrith’s lead was 
two before Knapp birdied 
the par-5 18th for a 67.

Ben Kohles (65) and 
first-round leader Matt 
Wallace (67) were two shots 

(China Daily) -- The Chinese 
women’s badminton squad 
cruised into its 20th Uber 
Cup final by beating Japan 
3-0 in semifinals on Saturday 
for a record-extending 16th 
title at the world women’s 
team championship.

R e i g n i n g  O l y m p i c 
champion and world No 
2 Chen Yufei got the host 

off the lead, one stroke 
ahead of Alex Noren and 
Kelly Kraft, playing near 
his Dallas home at the TPC 
Craig Ranch in the suburb 
of McKinney.

Troy Merritt, the only 

two-time PGA Tour winner 
among the top 10, shot 70 
and was at 14 under with 
three others, including one-
time winner Kevin Tway. 
The son of 1986 PGA 
Championship winner Bob 

Taylor Pendrith leads Byron Nelson as one 
of several seeking first PGA Tour victory

Taylor Pendrith (right) laughs with fellow competitor Davis 
Riley (left) at the second hole tee box during the third round 
of the Byron Nelson golf tournament in McKinney, Texas on 
Saturday.                                                                      --Photo AP

team off to a flying start 
in the opening singles 
ba t t l e  by  domina t ing 
Japan’s 11th-ranked Aya 
Ohori, 21-18, 21-15, in 
46 minutes, whilst being 
cheered on by a rousing 
crowd at the High-Tech 
Zone Sports Center in 
C h e n g d u ,  S o u t h w e s t 
China’s Sichuan province.

Chinese women’s 
badminton team cruise 

into Uber Cup final

Chen Yufei during the competition.           --Photo China Daily

Tway shot 64, while Vince 
Whaley and Byeong Hun 
An each shot 66.

Wallace and Knapp, a 
rookie won won the Mexico 
Open in February, are the 
others with PGA Tour 
victories.

Pendrith settled for 
second from the top of the 
third-round leaderboard 
at the Rocket Mortgage 
Classic in 2022. He was 
in the same position at 
the Butterfield Bermuda 
Championship earlier that 
season before a 76 left him 
in a tie for fifth.

“I think just stay patient 
and play my own game and 
don’t get ahead of myself,” 
Pendrith said. “Make as 
many birdies as you can, 
because I think it’ll take a 
low one tomorrow.”

Pendrith was working 
on a low one after a 26-foot 
chip shot rolled around the 
hole and went in, then a 
41-yarder bounced about 
25 feet from the hole and 
rolled in with almost perfect 
speed.


